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IMPORTANT TRAVEL NOTICE 

European Union 

Entry/Exit System (EES) 
What Every Traveler Needs to Know Before Visiting Europe 
Effective: October 12, 2025  |  Full Implementation: April 10, 2026 

 

 

WHAT IS THE EES? 
 
 
The European Union's Entry/Exit System (EES) is a new, automated digital border management 
system that replaces the traditional practice of manually stamping passports. It electronically 
records every non-EU national's entry into and exit from the 29 participating European countries. 
 
Think of it as a digital passport stamp — one that stores your biometric information securely and 
automatically calculates how many days you have remaining in your authorized stay. 
 

KEY DATES AT A GLANCE 
 
 
Launch Date October 12, 2025 — EES began phased rollout across all 

participating countries. 

Fully Implemented April 10, 2026 — EES is now fully in force at all external borders 
of the 29 participating countries. Intended to replace manual 
stamping, though some locations may temporarily continue 
manual processes during final rollout. 

ETIAS (Separate) Expected late 2026 — A separate pre-travel authorization 
system for visa-exempt travelers. No action needed for current 
travel. 

 

WHO IS AFFECTED? 
 
 
EES applies to you if you are a non-EU national traveling for a short stay (up to 90 days within any 
180-day period) and you are either: 
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• Visa-exempt (e.g., U.S., UK, Canadian, Australian citizens) 
• A short-stay visa holder entering the Schengen Area 

 
EES does NOT apply to: 

• EU citizens or citizens of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, or Switzerland 
• Holders of long-stay visas or residence permits 
• Travelers visiting Ireland or Cyprus (not part of the Schengen EES) 

 

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES (29 TOTAL) 
 
 
The following 29 countries are part of the EES rollout: 
 

Austria Belgium Bulgaria Croatia 

Czechia Denmark Estonia Finland 

France Germany Greece Hungary 

Iceland Italy Latvia Liechtenstein 

Lithuania Luxembourg Malta Netherlands 

Norway Poland Portugal Romania 

Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden 

Switzerland NOT included: Ireland & Cyprus (passports still manually stamped there) 

 

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE BORDER? 
 
 
When you arrive at a participating EU country for the first time under EES, you will go through a 
new registration process. Here is what to expect: 
 
Step 1 — Passport Scan You will scan your biometric passport at a self-service kiosk or 

present it at a border counter. 

Step 2 — Facial Image A digital photo of your face will be captured. This applies to all 
travelers subject to EES. 

Step 3 — Fingerprint 
Scan 

Four fingerprints will be scanned. (Exception: children under 12 
and possibly travelers whose fingerprints were already taken 
during visa application – e.g. short-stay or other visa holders) 

EES does NOT apply to:

(continued on next page)
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Step 4 — Data Recorded Your name, passport details, biometric data, and entry/exit date 
and location are typically stored for up to 3 years. 

Future Visits On subsequent entries within the 3-year period, you will only 
need to provide a fingerprint or facial scan matched against 
your stored data — making re-entry faster. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE 90/180-DAY RULE 
 
 
⚠⚠ IMPORTANT: 90-Day Stay Limit 

You are permitted a maximum of 90 days within any rolling 180-day period across all 29 EES 
countries combined — not per country. 

Example: 30 days in France + 30 days in Spain + 30 days in Italy = 90 days. You may not 
then enter any other EES country until 90 days have passed since your first entry. 

EES now automatically tracks and enforces this rule. Overstays will be flagged and recorded 
electronically. 

Previously, faded or missing passport stamps could obscure overstays. Under EES, this is 
no longer possible. 

 

Can the 90-Day Limit Be Extended? 
Yes, in limited circumstances. If a bilateral agreement exists between your home country and a 
specific EES participating country, you may request an extension — but only for that individual 
country. The request must be made at the time of entry or during your stay (by the last working day 
of your 90-day period). You must also exit through that same country's external border. 
 

PASSPORT & TRAVEL DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
To move smoothly through the new EES process, ensure your travel documents meet these 
standards before departure: 

• Biometric (ePassport) strongly recommended — look for the gold chip symbol on the cover. 
Non-biometric passports are technically accepted but may result in longer manual 
processing. 

• Passport must be machine-readable and in good condition (not damaged or expiring 
imminently). 

• Remove your passport from any passport holder or sleeve before reaching the kiosk — this 
speeds up scanning. 

(continued on next page)



EU ENTRY/EXIT SYSTEM — CLIENT ADVISORY Updated April 2026 
 

 
For informational purposes only. Always verify entry requirements before travel. | Page 4 

• Each traveler must have their own individual passport. Family or group passports are no 
longer accepted under EES. 

• Children under 12 are exempt from the fingerprint scan requirement. 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT: PRACTICAL TRAVEL TIPS 
 
 
⏱⏱  Allow Extra Time at the Border 

EES has added steps to the border crossing process. During the initial/early rollout, 
processing times increased by up to around 70% at some locations — plan accordingly as 
the system continues to settle in. 

Arrive at the airport at least 2–3 hours before your departure from Europe (not just your 
departure to Europe). 

Follow your airline's and airport's specific guidance — check their websites before travel. 

 

Airport & Entry Point Experience 
• Self-service kiosks are available at many major airports. Follow signage directing non-EU 

travelers to EES lanes. 
• Border control counters clearly identify which queue to use. 
• Long-stay visa holders should proceed directly to a border counter rather than using the 

self-service kiosks. 
• EU, Swiss, and EEA citizens, plus residence permit holders, should use EasyPASS lanes 

and are unaffected by EES. 
 

What to Keep in Mind When EES Is Fully Live 
Targeted for full implementation by April 10, 2026, with phased rollout and flexibility across member 
states. Here is what travelers should be aware of as the system initiates and continues to stabilize: 

• Even registered travelers may occasionally be directed to a manual counter if local border 
systems experience technical issues — this is not uncommon with any large-scale new 
system. 

• Border wait times may still vary by location. Some airports saw significant congestion during 
the rollout phase, with some temporarily suspending EES (for example, Lisbon Airport 
temporarily suspended EES checks in late 2025 due to excessive wait times and has since 
resumed). Arriving early remains the safest approach. 

• Some countries retain the right to temporarily pause EES checks for up to 90 days to 
manage peak travel periods — if this occurs at your destination, your crossing may revert to 
manual stamping for that visit. 

• Always check your specific airport or port of entry for the latest operational guidance before 
you travel. 
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SPECIAL SITUATIONS: CRUISES 
 
 
Round-trip from UK If your cruise departs from and returns to a UK port, you do not 

need to complete EES registration for EU day-stops along the 
route. 

Flying to join a cruise You will complete EES entry registration at the first EU airport 
where you arrive in the Schengen Area. 

Cruise ending in EU Your exit will be recorded at the border control of the airport or 
port from which you depart the Schengen Area. 

EU day trips on a cruise In many cruise scenarios, EES checks may not apply to short 
EU day-trips/stops, but requirements can vary depending on 
itinerary and border crossings. 

 

COMING LATER: ETIAS (NOT YET ACTIVE) 
 
 

ETIAS — No Action Required Now 

ETIAS (European Travel Information and Authorization System) is a SEPARATE, upcoming 
system expected to launch toward the end of 2026. 

ETIAS will require visa-exempt non-EU nationals (e.g., Americans, Canadians, Australians) 
to apply online for pre-travel authorization before entering the Schengen Area — similar to 
the U.S. ESTA. 

You do NOT need ETIAS for current travel. No action is required at this time. Details will be 
published by the EU closer to the launch date. 

 

PRE-DEPARTURE CHECKLIST 
 
 
Before you travel to Europe, use this checklist to make sure you're prepared: 
 
□ Valid biometric (ePassport) passport — chip symbol on cover 

□ Passport valid for the full duration of the trip 

□ Confirm destination countries are in the Schengen Area (or note exceptions: Ireland, 
Cyprus) 

(continued on next page)
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□ Calculate total Schengen days across all EU countries — must not exceed 90 in 180 
days 

□ Arrive at the airport early — allow 2–3 hours before departure from Europe 

□ Remove passport from sleeve/holder before reaching the kiosk 

□ Each traveler (including children) has their own individual passport 

□ Check destination airport or port for any temporary EES suspensions or updates 

 
 

Questions About Your Trip to Europe? 
This document is provided for informational purposes. Entry requirements may change. Always verify the latest 

requirements at travel-europe.europa.eu/en/ees before departure. Speak with your Travel Advisor for personalized 
guidance. 

 
 
 

REFERENCES: 
• European Union: travel-europe.europa.eu/en/ees/faq 
• European Union / Commission: home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen/smart-

borders/entry-exit-system_en 
• ABTA – UK’s travel trade association: abta.com/tips-and-advice/planning-and-booking-

a-holiday/upcoming-changes-travel-europe 
• Lufthansa: lufthansa.com/xx/en/prepare-for-your-trip/entry-regulations/entering-

schengen/entry-exit-system 
• Euronews Travel: euronews.com/travel/2026/02/02/eu-announces-launch-date-for-entryexit-

system-heres-how-travellers-can-prepare 
• Condor Airlines: condor.com/us/flight-preparation/travel-advice/entry-exit-system.jsp 
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